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From" Natural Balancé' to" Natural Evolutioni' : Postmodern Implications of Ecology
JIANG Xue—ru
(Department of Philosophy ., Graduate School of Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing 102488, China)
Abstract: Unlike traditional science, ecology is in a " poetic habitat' . Through the centuries, people have used meta-
phor to imagine nature as a life, a machine, a super organism, an ecosystem, or even an ecological network. The un-

derstanding of nature has shifted from" balance of nature” to" changes in naturé' and gradually from" orderliness' to
" disorderliness' . This paradigm shift highlights the quality of cultural construction in science and prompts us to deep-
en our understanding of the ecological world. This is not a realist process of " approaching’ and" discovering' nature,
but more a post—modern trend of thought with cultural connotation and constructivism, which is worthy of our philo-

sophical examination.
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