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Realism in Economic Methodology
CHEN Qun., XU Hua
(School of Marxism, Chongqing University, Chongqging 400044, China)
Abstract: Mark Blaug believes that economic methodology is the application of scientific philosophy in economics,
which is based on philosophy of science. The debate on realism in scientific philosophy has influenced various studies
and debates on realism in economic methodology. The paper mainly examines the arguments of various schools of real-
ism in economic methodology, and analyzes several schools of realisms that have had great influences in economic
methodology in recent years, including transcendental realism proposed by Roy Bhaskar, critical realism proposed by
Tony Lawson, true realism proposed by Uskali Maki, and cause-effect holism proposed by Thomas A Boylan and Pas-
chal O'Gorman. A multi-dimensional, practical and effective explanation of economic realism is expected to emphasize
not only the law of causality but also the theoretical validity and test power in practical dimension.
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