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The Scientific Revolution of Natural Philosophy in Ancient Greek
XIAO Xian—jing
(Institute of Science, Technology and Society, South China Normal University ,
Guangzhou » Guangdong 510006, China)
Abstract: Compared with the kind of" empirical sciencé’ of modern science, the natural philosophy in ancient Greek is
a kind of " philosophical sciencé'. Relative to the" theological sciencé' of prehistoric science which understands the
world in a theological way, natural philosophy in ancient Greek is a" capitalized' scientific revolution of ontology,
epistemology and methodology. To natural philosophy in ancient Greek, Schlager put forward" experienced-rational"
view of scientific revolution and Lucio Russo" precise scientifi¢' . Although their views display the revolutionary nature
of ancient Greek philosophy, they recognize the characters of " philosophy-styled sciencé' and the" capitalized' scien-
tific revolution, and it is wrong to attach them more to modern scientific revolution. The reason why the scientific rev-
olution of natural philosophy takes place in ancient Greece is that. Henry believed, it is geographical environment fac-
tors that leads to the critical way of examining the social operation in Greek politics, and to the legally maintaining the

above functions in the society. As for why the scientific revolution did not continue, foreign scientific historians have
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carried out a systematic discussion. This decline leads to the stagnation of natural philosophy for a long time as well as
to the failure of the happening of modern science in ancient Greek. In view of Greek natural philosophy’s recognizing
self" capitalized' scientific revolution characteristics, such a revolution as that of modern scientific revolution can take

place if enough time is offered on this basis, on the premise of discarding ancient Greek natural philosophy.

Key words: ancient Greek; natural philosophy; scientific revolution; modern science; cognition
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