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The Cognitive Motivation of Synesthesia in Graphic Language
LIU Tan—xiao, JIAO Cheng

(School of Foreign Studies, Changsha University of Science and Technology . Changsha , Hunan 410114, China)
Abstract: Cognitive linguistics abandons the long-standing philosophical opposition between the subject and object in
the history of linguistic philosophy and insists on embodiment perspective on language, which holds that the synesthe-
sia of graphic language is a metaphor mapping formed through the processing of cognitive subject on the basis of phys-
ical experience. The synesthesia of graphic language follows the cognitive path of " reality-cognition-language", and
construes graphic language according to the three levels of synesthesia cognitive path; sense shift, multi-sense super-
position and image communication. It is believed that cerebral nerve, the sensory motor system of body and the real-
world experience are the common cognitive experience of synesthesia in graphic language. that metaphorical cognition,
based on physical experience, finds the physical similarity of sensory nerves and even creates psychological similarity
to construe the synesthesia of graphic language, and that the synesthesia of graphic language follows the cognitive hi-
erarchy and the hierarchical mapping of metaphor accords with the physiological hierarchy of the senses.
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