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Fusing Human Nature and Heavenly Principle into Merit and Contribution:
Study on Jingyan Mencius Lecture Notes by Chen Fuliang
WANG Qi
(School of Design Arts, Changsha University of Science and Technology, Changsha, Hunan 410114, China)

Abstract: Jingyan Mencius Lecture Notes collected the lecture sheets used by Chen Fuliang when giving lectures to
Emperor Ningzong, and it, which has not been systematically studied ever since. condensed the lecturer's academic
thought essence. With the help of interpreting Mencius classical argumentation in Mencius, Chen Fuliang implied his
own political ideal into Confucius views concerning unifying academic life, enlightening educating, rectifying people’s
mind and becoming a sage king. It formed the interpretive characters of understanding argumentation with morality,
incisive argument and admonishing emperors, and also the academic features of arguing merit and contribution without
losing human nature and heavenly principle, valuing external emperors without losing internal sage and virtue, innova-
tive application in reality, and all—around inclusiveness. Because of academic interest and scholar competition, Zhu Xi
demoted Yongjia's learning as utilitarian one. which was unfair and biased.

Key words: Mencius; Jingyan lecture notes; human nature and heavenly principle; merit and contribution; Chen F
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