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The Confrontation between Reason and Intuition: " Time Debaté' between Einstein and Bergson
CHEN Qiang—qiang
(School of Marxism , Xizang Minzu University, Xianyang ,Shaanxi 712082, China)

Abstract: In understanding time, Albert Einstein and Henri Bergson diverged essentially. The main difference was
that Bergson thought there was a philosophical time based on intuition, while Einstein thought there was no such
time. Taking the academic report delivered by Albert Einstein on 6, April 1922 as an opportunity, Bergson and Ein-
stein engaged in a far-reaching" Time Debatd' in Paris. The debate drew a large crowd of supporters on Bergson's
side, including Maurice Merleau-Ponty and Gilles Deleuze, and on Einstein’s side, including Ernst Cassirer and Ber-
trand Russell. Moreover, the most fundamental issue raised from the" Time Debatéd' is the relationship between mod-
ern philosophy and natural science. The" Time Debaté' is not only the debate between philosophy and physics on time
concept, but also the debate between the two fundamental cognitive modes of rationality and intuition, and even the
debate between humanistic culture and scientific culture.
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