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From Technical Code to Design Code: The Progress and Limitation of Feenbergs Critical Theory of Technology
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(1.Institute of Natural Sciences History, Chinese Academy of Sciences, Beijing 100190, China ;
2.University of Chinese Academy of Sciences, Beijing 100049, China)

Abstract: The concepts, theoretical backgrounds and practical values of both technical code and design code are differ-
entiated and analyzed. The technical code acquires its meaning in" critical constructivism", revealing the values and in-
terests from norms and artifacts and providing a theoretical and practical basis for the democratization of technology.
In recent years, Feenberg put forward the" design codé' under the background of" techno-system", extending the crit-
icism of artifacts and technical rationality to techno-system and social rationality. However, the expansion of the con-
cept exposes several limitations of the democratization of technology; there exists conflict between the critical standing
point and the democratization of technology; current democratization of technology has been caught in dilemma.
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