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Involution Investigation: Countermeasures Based on the Cycle Evolution of Technological —Economic Revolution
WANG Ke,LI Xia

(Institute of History and Culture of Science, Shanghai Jiao Tong University, Shanghai 200240, China)
Abstract: As an imported concept, involution has many ambiguities in its application. It is of great significance to clar-
ify the connotation and characteristics of involution for its real application. The occurrence of involution is closely relat-
ed to the stage of social development. Accordingly, the development mechanism of involution has been showed from
macro-level by integrating the phenomenon of involution into the perspective of periodic development. Based on the a-
nalysis of the technological-economic revolution cycle, it is considered that the involution is a kind of degenerate state
in the process of the cyclical evolution, which is in the transitional stage between prosperity and decline. Human invo-
lution is a state of alienated existence caused by space extrusion and paradigm superposition. The fundamental way to
break involution is to keep the system open and persist in scientific and technological innovation.
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