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Review of Dialogic Teaching Research Abroad
Zhang Zhiwu, Duan Shengfeng

(School of Foreign Studies, Changsha University of Science and Technology . Changsha , Hunan 410114, China)
Abstract : Overseas studies on dialogic teaching have attracted ongoing attention from researchers in such fields as edu-
cation, linguistics and educational psychology for over half a century. Based on an overview of documents on dialogic
teaching abroad, it is found that dialogic teaching is mainly influenced by Vygotsky's sociocultural theory and Bakhtin's
dialogue theory; its related research topics cover features, effects and factors impacting dialogic teaching as well as
teacher development; its research methods have undergone a shift from quantitative methods to qualitative methods.
Future research foci are outlined from three aspects: teacher development for dialogic teaching, dialogic teaching prac-
tice in China's EFL educational settings, and evaluation standards for dialogic teaching. It is hoped that the research
about its past and future could provide insights to those interested in this field.
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