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On the Characteristics of Zhang Taiyans" Interpreting Ancient Philosophical Works with
Western Learning' and Its Contemporary Enlightenment Based on Reading Notes in Orchid Room
He Ganggang
(Advanced Institute for Confucian Studies, Shandong University ., Jinan, Shandong 250100, China)

Abstract: Zhang Taiyan has been recognized as a representative figure in the trend of" Interpreting Ancient Philosophi-
cal Works with Western Learning' in late Qing Dynasty. In his Reading Notes in Orchid Room , he used western sci-
ence knowledge to reinterpret the studies of various scholars from different dimensions. However, tremendous limita-
tion in his interpretation has been founded because that the knowledge of western science that he utilized was mainly in
the fields of astronomy and biology, and that his knowledge to other sciences was insufficient. In addition, because of
his value-first position, his interpretation is full of subjectivity and shows an obvious Chinese tendency of western
learning in its origin, which leads to a double misunderstanding of Chinese works and western science. Zhang Taiyan’s
problems from" interpreting ancient philosophical works with western Learning' inspire that the contemporary com-
parison between Chinese and western philosophy should always follow the basic norms of interpretation, strictly abide
by the boundary of interpretation, and avoid excessive and chaotic interpretation.

Key words: Zhang Taiyan; western science; Reading Notes in Orchid Room; interpreting ancient philosophical

works with western learning; Chinese origin of western learning
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