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The Evolutionary Progressive Thinking of Julian Huxley
Li Jianhui, Zou Xinyu
(School of Philosophy, Beijing Normal University, Beijing 100875, China)

Abstract: The rise of logical positivism in the first half of the 20th century led many scientists and philosophers believe
that scientific knowledge should be pure factual judgment. This thought trend has also affected the field of biology.
where Julian Huxley has faced controversy over whether biologists are qualified to use such valuable terms as " pro-
gress' . He adopted two strategies to deal with criticism. One is to define "progresd' in terms of pure objectivity; the
other is to defend the legitimacy of value existence in biology. This paper summarizes how Huxley dealt with this
problem and how to deduce the definition of " progress' by sorting out the progressive thoughts of Huxley's evolution
from early phase to late one. Clarifying Huxley's answers to these questions will eventually help us solve the evolution-
ary progressive theory conundrum.

Key words: Julian Huxley; evolutionary progressiveness; progress; specialization; George Gaylord Simpson

b 9

2 o 2

[ »
o 2 b 2
2 )
:2022-03-21
(21BZX004)
(1964—>, ) ) N ;
(1994*), ’ ’ °

62



2022 3

Hume) ° ’
b
o 20
o
b
. “ 66 266 ”»
b b
o )
b
b
. 20
. (Julian Huxley)
o
“ ”»

b

(evolutionary progress)

. 1887 6 22

. (Thomas Henry Huxley)
§ Y (Memories)

L §

Y(Religion Without Revelation)

b

(David

[2]

o 1906 1909 ,

b

[3](P26-30)
o

(Henri Bergson) s

. 1912
( »(The
individual in the Animal Kingdom) ,
s (independ-
ence) (heterogeneity)
(unity in diversity) ,
[4]

63



4 » o , 1942

, 1916 {

) Y(Evolution : The Modern Synthesis) ,
1916 [61(P38)

o b 19
o ) ) . . (Edward Drinker Cope)
P { »(The Primary Fac-
, tors of Organic Evolution)
R (law of the unspecialized)
o 1923 § H

Y(Essays of a Biologist)

(trustee) ,
, SR ,
(s, , - ” (law of
s specialization) , 20 20,
) ) . ( Marc
. 20 30 Swetlitz) R

o , 20

30 . (Gavin R.de Beer) *

, 20 40 )

20 20 30 o 1931
§ )»(The Science of Life) , )



2022

3

(

Wells)

)

[97(P720-725)
o

20 30

(H+ G+ Wells,P + G+

b
b
2
b
b
K
[97(P720,910-914)
o
9
o 9
b b
b
) 1)
9 9

(biological efficiency)

( )

[97(P1582)
o

( : )

;3 (4)

”»

[97(P910-914)
o

5 (3)

3 (5)

65



37

66

“

[6]1(P559-562)
o

»

b

[6](P556-559)
o

»

(

i

b

[6](P563-564)
o

’
s
s
’
’
’
’
’ ’
’ ’
o
o
’
’
“
°
s
s
[8]
°
o
o
s
”
’
’
’

[61(P562-564)
o

” (paedomorphosis)

[10](P119)

o



2022 3 PE .

50

b b

[6](P569-573)
o

s 20
(George Gaylord Simpson)

1950 )
. (John

Zachary Young) .

[61(P576-578)
o

(

tion)

. 1916 “ ”»

[3](P236)
o

s 1950
Y (The Meaning of Evolu-

“ »

67



[11](P61,175-176)

o A} ~

° 2

[10](P55-61)
o

b o )

[117(P325-327)
o

(Horse) L 7 { »(The Major
“ ” s Features of Evolution)
’ [12] ) 9
s N . N
) s ) N
s . . )
o ) s
)
o ) o )
, )

[137(P262-265)
’ o

[137(P309-310) ) 1942 ,
R “ . 1942
1950 ’ °
1953 « Y (Evolution in Action) o

68



2022 3

“
’
“
b
b
“
1942
Y
Y
“
“ ” (advance)

“ »

“ ”»

[10](P62-61)
o

(

Process)

1942 .

”»
o
b
b
”»
o 9
A 2
H
b
[ ”»

1942

b
b
b
”»
“ ” (improve)
o
“ ”»
b
o b
b
b
b
b
» (Evolutionary
o M

[14]

) ” “
’
”»
b
b
K
b
o
“ ”»”
b
”»
o
2
o ’
b
[10](P65-80)
o
“
”»
b
2 b
o
2 b
“
b
”»
2 o
b
o ? A A} ~

69



37

b b

“
b
~
K
”»
o
”»
o
%
K
”»
o

b

K

“
o ’
”»
b
“
’
o 2

1942
70

”»

”»
o )

[61(P566)
)

1942

1942

»

1954

1931

20

o

b

50

%

1942

1942



2022 3 P .

[15]9 ’
1923«
)
;1931 ( )
3 1942 (
o ,
;1953 ( »

L i

[1] Julian Huxley. Memories [ M ]. New York: Harper &

Row.Publishers,1970:54-55.

[27 Julian Huxley. Religion Without Revelation[ M ]. Lon-
don:E.Benn Ltd,1927.:109-110.

[3] Marc Swetlitz. Julian Huxley. George Gaylord Simpson
and the Idea of Progress in 20th Century Evolutionary
Biology[ M ].Chicago: The University of Chicago Press,
1991.

[4] Julian Huxley. The Individual in the Animal Kingdom
[M].London: Cambridge University Press,1912:1-9.

[5] Julian Huxley.Essays of a Biologist[ M ]. London: Chatto
&. Windus, 1923 : XI-X1II,40-41.

[6] Julian Huxley. Evolution: The Modern Synthesis[ M ].
London:; George Allen & Unwin,1942.

[7] Edward Drinker Cope. The Primary Factors of Organic
Evolution[ M]. Chicago: Open Court,1896:172-174.

[8] Marc Swetlitz. Julian Huxley and the End of Evolution

[J].Journal of the History of Biology, 1995, 28 (02):

186,190-191.
[97 [ JH.G. [ JP.G. ]
[M]. , ,2003.

[107] Julian Huxley.Evolution in Action[ M ].London: Chatto
&. Windus,1953.

[11] George Gaylord Simpson. The Meaning of Evolution
[M].London: Oxford University Press,1950.

[12] George Gaylord Simpson. Horses[ M |. New York: Ox-
ford University Press,1951:210.

[13] George Gaylord Simpson.The Major Feature of Evolu-
tion [M].New York: Columbia University Press,1953.

[147] Julian Huxley. The Evolutionary Process[ A//Julian
Huxley, Hardy A C, Ford E B(eds). Evolution as a
Process[ M].London:C Allen & Unwin Ltd,1954 ;6.

[15]

. +2019(6) :1-7.

71



