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The Evolution of Poster's Thoughts on Foucaults Power Technology in the Information Age
He Dongling' sFan Qihang®
(1.School of Marxism, Nanjing Normal University , Nanjing , Jiangsu 210000, China ; 2.Department o[
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Abstract: Poster's analysis of the power technology inherits Foucault's power/knowledge system and its microscopic
perspective, developing the social sample of Foucault’s inquiry from the nineteenth century to the information age.
First, Poster argues that the operation mode of power in the information age differs significantly from the traditional
capitalist operation mode described by Foucault, because the advent of information technology has dissolved the spatial
and temporal boundaries previously necessary for power operation. Secondly, information technology has shifted the
object of power from" human body' to" human identity' , and the" body of powet' from "panoramic prisod' to" super
panoramic prisord' constructed by data. Finally, the monologic and self-referential media language of the information
age has changed the mode of " authoritariad' that existed before, and has put people in a deeper domination by self-
shaping invisibly.
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