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Godfrey-Smith's Concept of Subjectivity and Its Gradual Interpretation of Origin
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Abstract: Godfrey-Smith deals with the interpretive gap in the philosophy of mind by establishing the concept of
subjectivity and its gradual origin explanation. He has bridged the gap between matter and mind from a biological point
of view and emphasizes that subjectivity, the central concept in mind, is the way that multicellular animals organize
themselves and reconcile them to the world, thus embracing the mind-body relationship in this approach and regarding
the gradual change in the degree of subjective experience as the model of its gradual evolution. This paper aims to
reveal the core ideas and characteristics of Godfrey-Smith's view, then puts forward and analyzes its two puzzles that
may still be unable to get rid of.

Key words: Peter Godfrey-Smith; subjectivity; subjective experience; gradualism; philosophy of mind; pragmatism

; . (Joseph ;
Levine) (explana- H
tory gap) , . (Saul ;
Kripke) o
o — (Peter Godfrey-Smith)
:2022-09-16
(21FZXB038)
(1981— )., ) ) N N ;
(1995— ), , .

51



38

(biological materialism)® s
(subjectivity)
(subject) (agency) o
b
9 b
b o
b
b
b
[2]

“ ” (transformation) ,

(feel) .
b
7 ’
b b
[3]
i _
“
b
(subjects)? (experience)
2»
’ b

[41P22) ©

— (individual)

b b

(Darwinian individual)

o

(subject-like)

52

: (D)

;(3)

(self-production) ,

(5]

9

(G. E. M. Anscombe)

(sense of agency)

b



2023 1 ’ : -

o ) )
- .
(6] 3 , .
) _
o - “ ” (liabilities of mobility)
(feeling) . (sensing) )
(seeming) , (doing) , ,
(initiating) . . , o ,
(Susan Hurley) s (sub- ,
ject) (agency) 0
; , , [9] 5 ,
[7] 3 ,
, ,
) o
) . . (Tyler Burge) .
) (perceptual constancy)?
, ) )
o b 10] o
o ’ - .
) o ,
o , ,
, ,
, (viewing) ,
) s (locus)
o (point), o
, o
’ - 9 o
,
o (point of view) i ,
, (action) , ,
) o )

[4](P98-99)
o

— (ef-

ference copy) (175 O ’

(reaffer- , o

ence) (afference) , “ ”, “ 7,



b ° b
b o
.
.
b b
b
(sub-agents) . ; (selves)
’ - ’ ° ’
’ ’ 7 ’
N o o ( :
, ) »(Metazoa ; Animal Life and
[alepizs the Birth of the Mind) ,
, (gradualism) A
b b o b
) _
b o b
) o ( )
b *
b b o
)
o b o
b b .
2 b
o b b
— ; (transformation) , . —
b ’
° ° .
, « (Antonio Damasio)
”y ’ ’ N
o (knowing mind)
i _
° = ° 7 ’
b b
b b b b
. ,
) ( N . )
b b b
[8](P48) . , _ . ,

54



2023 1

[4](P244)
o

( . )
(emotion) .

(urge)

Llinds)

field) .

(perception) ,
(tracking) ,

(willing) . (mood)

2

[4](P108)
o

(John Searle)

b

[12]

. (Rodolfo

[13]

o

“ 7 (fields),

o

(electric

o ’
b b
[14]
(rhythmic activity) o
, , 15
) 12 o
b b o
b
b o b
b
[15]
b o b
b
b
b b
b
A Y
, _
. (Simona Ginsburg)
. (Eva Jablonka) )
“ ” (white noise)#®®
“ ”»

— .
o

(Jean-Baptiste LLamarck),

b

2

(overall sen-

sation) ,

55



56

( ) 38
°
N
b
(16] _
b o
- o b
°
o * b
b o
o b - .
“ ”»
° b
. (Derek Denton) “ 7 (pri- ,
mordial emotion) ,
’ o b ’
“ ” (imperious) .
s . (William James) (John
i - , Dewey) ©
o b
“ ”»
2
“ ”»
b Y b
A b b b
[4](P109)
b o o
“ ”»
b ° b
’ b hY
“ ”»
o b
b °
( ) s 187(P86) .
Y ’ b
o
“ »
b o b
( . . ) s
) “ o { )
99[8](P48-53) “«
o b b ’
. (inner speech) 7,
b
. P234-23¢ [1¢
“ ”(Offhne) [47(P234-239) , 719]0 ,
N (
o b b
b o b



2023 1 ’ : -

’ ’
’ o
, _
o - ’
“ ”»
b
° o
o b
’ o o ’
. (Fred Keijzer)
. .y )
(agential thinking)™" . .
[21]
2 [}
b b M
b o o
7 b
° N
b . °
b
o ’
“
’ o
”»
4 ’
b
[18](P102-146) “
o b o
”» _ .
’ ’
o - b
b o
b o b
b . °
’ o -
[41(P57)
b
( ) (transparency) .
“ ”
o b b
b . -
o (presence) ,
b b
b b b b o b

[47(P109-110)
o



) 38

@ .
(agency) » ,

('subject)

(subject) (agency) ,

©) { : »
(Metazoa : Animal Life and the Birth of the Mind)
( : . » (Other
Minds : The Octopus, the Sea and the Deep Origins of

Consciousness) s s
1
@ ]
b ’
“ : ”
experience s
b o

[ ]

Joseph L.Materialism and qualia: the explanatory gap[J].
Pacific Philosophical Quarterly,1983,64(04) :354-361.

(1]
[2] Godfrey-smith P.Evolving across the explanatory gap
[J].Philosophy Theory and Practice in Biology.2019,11
(11):1-24.

[3] Daniel D.Review of other minds: the octopus, the sea
and the deep origins of consciousness [ ]J]. Biology &
Philosophy,2019,34(01) : 1-6.

[4] Godfrey-smith P.Metazoa: Animal life and the birth of
the mind[ M ]. New York: Farar, Ftraus and Giroux,

2020.

58

L6]

[7]

(8]

[9]

[10]

[11]

[12]

[13]

[14]

[15]

[16]

[17]

[18]

[19]

[20]

[21]

Godfrey-smith P. Individuality, subjectivity, and minimal
cognition[ J ].Biology & Philosophy,2016,31(06) ;1-32.
Anscombe G E M. Intention [ M ]. Oxford: Basil
Blackwell ,1957:13.

Hurley S L. Consciousnessin action [ M |. Harvard
University Press,1998.249.

Godfrey-smith P.Other minds: the octopus, the sea and
the deep origins of consciousness M].New York:Farar,
Straus and Giroux,2016.

Merker B. The liabilities of mobility: a selection
pressure for the transition to consciousness in animal
evolution[ J].Conscious Cogn,2005,14(01):89-114.
Burge T. Origins of objectivity [ M ]. Oxford: Oxford
University Press,2010.337.

Damasio A. Self comes to mind: constructing the
conscious brain [ M ].New York:Pantheon Books,2010.

J. Consciousness [ J |. Annual Review of
Neuroscience,2000,23(01) :555-573.

Llings R R,Paré D.Of dreaming and wakefulness[ M ].
Neuroscience,1991,44(03) :521-535.

Christof

Searle

Costas A, Anastassiou, Koch. Ephaptic

coupling to endogenous electric field Activity: why
bother [J].Current Opinion in Neurobiology, 2015,
31:95-103.
Llinds R R.Review of Gyorgy Buzsaki's book rhythms
of the brain[J].Neuroscience,2007,149(03) ; 726-27
Ginsburg S, Jablonka E.The evolution of the sensitive
soul : learning and the origins of consciousness[ M.
Cambridge,. MA : MIT Press.2019:278-279.
Denton D A,Mckinley M J,Farrell M, et al. The role of
primordial emotions in the evolutionary origin of
consciousness[ ] |. Consciousness and Cognition, 2009,
18(02) :500-514.
[M].

,2014.
L ]
1909,75:90-98.
Walter V. Agential thinking [ ] ]. Synthese, 2021, 199
(05-06) :13393-13419.

[J:|~ .

Keijzer F, Duijn M V, Lyon P. What nervous systems
do: early evolution, input-output, and the skin brain

thesis[ J]. Adaptive Behavior,2013,21(02) :67-85.



