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An Exploration into the Ontology of Social Kinds
CHEN Ming —yi ,ZHOU Yu—chi
(School of Marxism, Wuhan University of Technology, Wuhan, Hubei 430063, China)

Abstract : Social kinds are categories or classifications formed by people in their social cognition and social practical ac-
tivities, and they reflect the features of basic structures of social reality. Generally speaking, social kinds are defined
by social properties or relations, which are naturally dependent on people’s mental states and subjective attitudes. The
essence of social kinds is considered as a relational essence rather than traditional intrinsic essence, which can explain
most superficial characteristics of members of social kinds, but it may be not necessary for memberships of social
kinds. Although social kinds often depend on human minds. it doesnt mean that social kinds are unreal. As we know,
many real kinds in natural sciences are also dependent upon human minds, so mind dependence does not exclude social
kinds from possessing some degree of reality. There are still huge disputes over whether social kinds are natural ones.
Social kinds are not really distinct from natural kinds in many respects,and various natural kinds exist. However, at
least some social kinds can be viewed as natural kinds in epistemic sense, which means they are epistemic categories
conducive to induction, explanation and prediction.
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