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The Scientific Understanding and Governance of Conspiracy Theories in the Context of Epidemic
LI Wei-bo. LIU Yong-mou
(School of Philosophy, Renmin University of China, Beijing 100872, China)

Abstract : During the COVID-19 epidemic, conspiracy theories are prevailing, which hindered the normal work of epi-
demic prevention and control. The prevalence has originated from cognitive bias, the effect of social environment, and
the metaphorical characteristics of disease. Conspiracy theories in epidemic may lead to stigmatized attacks on some
certain social groups, the obstruction to the implementation of effective medical treatment, the incitement of social at-
tention to wrong directions, and social losses etc. In order to scientifically govern the conspiracy theories in epidemic,
it is necessary to promptly get scientific information in the epidemic, to effectively govern the publics scientific think-
ing, to eliminate the social environment factors that may produce conspiracy theories, and to strip away the metaphor-
ical features of the disease.
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