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Contemporary Western Post-Humanism: Paradigms, Issues and Implications
ZHANG Can
(School of Marxism, China University of Mining and Technology, Xuzhou, Jiangsu 221116, China)

Abstract: As an interdisciplinary trend of thought, contemporary western post-humanism has become more and more
prominent. Although the sources of thought are various, some paradigms like critical post-humanism and technological
post-humanism have been formed. The two paradigms hasn't clear boundaries and independent research paths; on the
contrary, they mutually converge and jointly form the core issues of contemporary western post-humanism, mainly in-
cluding the discussions on deconstruction of human being, prominence of technological artifacts, animal turning, post-
human subject, and biopolitics. Especially in the development of emerging life technology and artificial intelligence
technology, post-humanism is not just an illusion but it provides certain thought resources to deal with the relationship
between human and technology in the era of technological survival.

Key words: critical post-humanism; technological post-humanism; human deconstruction; post-human subject
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