36 4 ( ) Vol.36 No.4

2021 7 JOURNAL OF CHANGSHA UNIVERSITY OF SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY(SOCIAL SCIENCE)  Jul. 2 0 2 1
1 2
9
(1. ) 519087; 2. , 100875 )
[ 1NO02 L 1A [ 11672-934X(2021)04-0044-09

DOI :10.16573/j.cnki. 1672-934x.2021.04.007

Affordances and Metaplasticity : Revisiting the Material Agency Thesis
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Abstract: The synchronic material agency thesis proposed by the cognitive archaeologist Malaphrois has been re-
viewed, which based on the concept of affordance argues that skill activities originate from the guidance of environ-
mental affordance rather than human intention and planning. On the contrary. a kind of diachronic material agency
thesis has been proposed, which based on the concept of metaplasticity maintains that human mind and cultural envi-
ronment are mutually shaped and the external environment functions as the agent in the process of evolution and devel-
opment. By defining the conditions of agency, the synchronic thesis, whose promised material agency aims more at a
rhetorical strategy to deny anthropocentrism, has been proved invalid. While the diachronic thesis is likely to be valid
literally, which not only denies the Cartesian picture of mind-matter duality, but also further reverses the Darwinian
picture of the organism being fully determined by genes, presenting a more dynamic and constructive worldview.
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