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Comparison of Marxs and Heidegger's Ontology of Technology
GE Yu-hai', CAO Zhi-ping*
(1.School of Marxism, Chengdu University of Technology ., Chengdu, Sichuan, 610059, China;
2.Department of Philosophy, Xiamen University, Xiamen, Fujian, 361005, China)
Abstract: Marxs view of technology of historical materialism and Heidegger's phenomenology of technology are two
approaches to the study of generalized ontology of technology. The former represents the study of technology based on
the actual existence of realistic man, while the latter represents the pursuit of the metaphysical significance of the ex-
istence of technology. The difference between the two approaches can be developed from three dimensions of episte-
mology of technology, axiology of technology and ontology of technology. Marx distinguishes ancient technology from
modern technology in terms of object, holds the view of technological progress and believes that technology is the way
of social existence of human beings, believes that modern technology is the expression or externalization of human na-
ture, while Heidegger distinguishes ancient technology from modern technology on epistemology and ontology, holds
the view of technological alienation and thinks that technology is the way of appearance of beings, believes that modern
technology is" Ge-stell' and" GeschicK'. In terms of similarities, Marx's and Heidegger s views on technology, due to
their macroscopic and profound nature, as well as their high systematicness and rationality, have become the two "
paradigms' for philosophical interpretation of technology and human life in the 20th century, and have also set the

tone for the future research on philosophy of technology.
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