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Higher Education and Region Development: A Comparative Study
Between Hainan Free Trade Zone and Xiongan New Area
Teng Shangzi
(School of Education , Renmin University of China, Beijing 100872, China)

Abstract: Hainan Free Trade Zone and Xiongan New Area are the new districts of national key development following
Shenzhen Special Economic Zone and Shanghai Pudong New Area. However, the foundation of higher education in
both districts is very weak, and they face great challenges in integrating such elements as higher education, economy,
science and technology. Hainan Free Trade Zone is the bridgehead of China’s opening-up to the outside world, while
Xiongan New Area is the centralized bearing area for the decomposition of Beijing’s non-capital functions, and the de-
velopment of higher education in these two areas is destined to take different ways. Through an in-depth interpretation
of the policies and existing studies of Hainan Free Trade Zone and Xiongan New Area, the systematic analysis model
of education policies and SWOT analysis are applied to analyze each element facing the development of higher educa-
tion in these two regions, and the feasible paths have been proposed for the coordinated development among higher ed-
ucation, economy and society in both Hainan Free Trade Zone and Xiong’an New Area.
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