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A Critical Realism Approach to the Integration Between Actor Network Theory and Marxism

Xiao Leibo, Wang Xiu
(School of Marxism, Nanjing University of Information Science and Technology, Nanjing, Jiangsu 210044, China)
Abstract: Actor Network Theory (ANT) has increasingly attracted the attention of Marxist academia. First of all,
there are four main critiques about it: issue of its non~human actors, issue of non-reductionism, its neglect of analyti-
cal approach to social structure, and the controversy over its ontological political significance. Secondly, it has three
main value implications for Marxist researchers: (1) the initiative and vitality of non-human actors themselves, (2)
the strong awareness of nonrreductionism, and (3) the ecological insight of dialectical ontology. Finally, in view of the
complex relevance and divergence among them, it is feasible to adopt the approach of critical realism into integration,
which includes the fusion between ANT's action ontology and Marxist practical ontology by transcendental realism,
the integration between ANT's practical constructivism and Marxist dynamic reflection theory by critical naturalism,
and the penetration between ANT's post-humanist dialectics and Marxist practical dialectics by dialectical critical real-
ism. Thus, it provides an innovative way for ANT's radical empiricism and contemporary Marxism’s humanism to walk
out their dilemmas.
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