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The Driving-Force Sources of Total Factors Productivity Growth in Service Industry:
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Abstract: Based on the data of 17 sub-sectors out of 39 economic entities in service industry, this paper examines the
impact difference of the ternary margin of service export growth on the total factors productivity growth in service in-
dustry. By studying transnational samples and Chinese samples, it is found that the driving-force sources of the total
factors productivity growth in service industry is the category-expansion margin of service exports rather than the
quantity-intensive margin and the technology-intensive margin, and that the promotion effect of category-expansion
margin of China’s service exports on the total factors productivity growth in service industry is much higher than that
of transnational samples; whether it is a high-income or a middle-income economy, the quantitative-intensive margin
and technology-intensive margin of service exports have no significant effect on the total factors productivity growth of
service industry. The category-expansion margin of the middle-income economy significantly promotes the total factors

productivity growth of service industry. The research conclusions provide a path for global economic entities to pro-
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mote the growth of total factors productivity in service industry through increasing service exports, and offer empirical

evidences for formulating service trade-related policies.

Key words: service export growth; ternary margin; quantity-intensive margin; technology-intensive margin; catego-

ry-expansion margin; total factors productivity; service industry
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