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On the Research Value of Non-Substantial Variants in the Text Evolution of New Poetry
Xiang Ahong
(School of Literature and Journalism , Changsha University of Science &
Technology s Changsha » Hunan 410114, China)
Abstract; Variants often emerge in the process of text evolution of literary works, which is the key to distinguishing
different versions of a work. Variants are classified into two categories: substantial variants and non-substantial vari-
ants. However, most scholars tend to overlook or even ignore the role of non-substantive variants in their relevant
studies. In fact, non-substantial variants are also of great value in text evolution of works, especially in poetry. As a
part of grammar and rules, punctuation marks, line breaks, etc. in poetry bear partially rhetorical function and play an
auxiliary role in interpretation, whose modification may bring diverse interpretative effects on the text. Therefore,
non-substantial variants also participate in the construction of texts and is of great research value.
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